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291 NEWS

2025

The latest news for members & friends of the Knights of Columbus

THL AR A

Message from our Grand Knight

By the Numbers 2024 year in review:

General Fund Balance $47.117.00

Gaming Fund Balance $20,531.00

CBC Fund Balance  $124,448.00

Completed this past year -

100 Homeless served on December 25th 2024
65 Thanksgiving Baskets and turkeys delivered
14 Fish Fry’s

24 Blood Drives

50 Wed Meals and Queen of Hearts gatherings
12 Officer Meetings

12 Membership Meetings

3 Fraternal Benefits nights

260 Days of the council being opened to Knights

$32,000.00 donated to charity
4th Straight star Council Awarded by the state

On January 13th - I was given the opportunity to give
the state of the council address to the Past Grand
Knights of the council. 1 was pleased to give these
numbers as testimony to the strength of our Council.
What was the most rewarding part of this evening
was the response from each of those Grand Knights.
There was an overwhelming sentiment of pride in the
MANY who continue to represent their faith through
works, prayer, and charitable giving that continues to
set  Council 1221 apart. Thanks were given
particularly to PGK's - Steve Byerley, Mike Carter,
Tom Waters, John Vernia, and their past, and our
current, Deputy GK Ron Webber. A strong
foundation has been laid and the council owes a debt
of gratitude to each of them. May 2025 continue this
legacy of Unity, Fraternity, and Charity!
Vivat Jesus!
Matt Lincoln
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Chaplain's

A younger Catholic (mid-20s) recently told me that

there is a movement among “younger Catholics” to
turn Valentine's Day (Feb 14) more from a
celebration of Romantic Love to a celebration of the
Sacred Heart of Jesus. Now, this is an unofficial
pious movement. Properly speaking the Feast of the
Sacred Heart of Jesus is the Friday after the Second
Sunday after Pentecost! (And you thought
determining the date for Easter was tricky - see
below if you don't know more). Said young adult
didn’t tell me why this was happening, and in the
moment, [ wasn't curious enough to ask. So, like
many times when I don’t know something, I'l just
make it up. Perhaps there is a desire to take the
social pressure off the Valentine associated stress
on one’s love life. Certainly, those who find
themselves single for any of a myriad of reasons on
Valentine's Day, can experience sadness or
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2025

Encouragement

when the greater world - at least social media and
TV ads turn towards pushing diamonds and
chocolates and how you need another to be fulfilled.
Sociologically, our young adults are marrying later
and later (that's a fact, not made up) and many are
opting to remain single by choice (that’s also a fact,
not made up). On the pious side, perhaps young
adults want to bring to the fore that love, real LOVE,
is Christ's Love. A love that flows from a pierced
Sacred Heart upon the Cross. A love that far
surpasses gifts, chocolates, flowers, or dinners. A love
that truly transforms the other all the while it is
offered freely & (literally) wholeheartedly. So, looking
to the Love of Christ through the lens of His Most
Sacred Heart is always a good thing... not just on the
Friday after the Second Sunday after Pentecost.
Another added benefit of turning the focus to the
Sacred Heart
(Continued Next Page)

765-532-1473

...812-270-0952
.812-725-3099

Behind everything a Knight
does is the vision of our

founder, Venerable Michael
1. McGivney, and the
mission he left us as

Catholic men united in
faith. We ask for his
intercession, pray for his

canonization, and live out in

our own lives the principles
he left us as Knights.
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2025

Chaplain's Encouragement (cont'd)

and away from romance is that it is universally
true. Something that everyone can universally
reflect on and receive - both particularly and
communally, since Christ loves You and loves Us
perfectly from His Most Sacred Heart.

Last October 2024, Pope Francis issued an
encyclical titled Dilexit Nos (“He Loved Us", On the
Human and Divine Love of the Heart of Jesus
Christ). Pope Francis makes the important
connection (among many) that celebrating the
Sacred Heart helps connect the heart to the head
- emotion to intellect, when he says, “If we fail to
appreciate the specificity of the heart, we miss the
messages that the mind alone cannot
communicate; we miss out on the richness of our
encounters with others; we miss out on poetry”
(No. 11). And in light of the worldly push of
Valentine’s Day with its push to show you love the
other through things, Pope Francis suggests the
Sacred Heart is much need counterbalance and
antidote. “In a world where everything is bought
and sold... We are constantly being pushed to keep
buying, consuming, and distracting ourselves, held
captive to a demeaning system that prevents us
from looking beyond our immediate and petty
needs. The love of Christ has no place in this
perverse mechanism, yet only that love can set us
free from a mad pursuit that no longer has room
for a gratuitous love. Christ's love can give a heart
to our world and revive love wherever we think
that the ability to love has been definitively lost”
(No. 218). His Encyclical can be found here:

https:/ /www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/
encyclicals /documents /20241024-enciclica-
dilexit-nos.html

Perhaps, you and your wife could undertake a
reading of this document together - or read it
separately and discuss it together. While it was
not specifically written as a document on marital
love, certainly drawing near to the source of Love
will might help. This could be a great way to
strengthen your romantic marital love by
reflecting upon the Supreme Love of the Christ
from His Sacred Heart. Maybe a Lenten Practice?!?

Speaking of Lent, Ash Wednesday is March 6 this
year. Yes, it is a little later than normal. Remember
that Lent is much more than our Friday Fish Frys.
Lent is about growing more in love with Jesus
Christ. Allow your heart to beat more in tune with
His Most Sacred Heart. So make this Lent one
where you really learn to Love more deeply, more
perfectly, more sacrificially - like the Lord. And in
doing so, you will more perfectly be able to
embody the Knights of Columbus Pillar of Charity.
[For those who are curious: The date for Easter is
the first Sunday after the first full moon after the
Spring Equinox. This means the earliest Easter
could be is March 22 and the latest it could be is
April 25. The last time Easter fell on March 22 was
in 1818, and it won't happen again until 2285 (so we
won't ever experience it!). The last time Easter fell
on April 25 was 1943 and the next time it will
happen is 2038. To further complicate things, the
Orthodox Church still uses the Julian Calendar
because the Great Schism with the West occurred
in 1054, and the Gregorian Calendar (which we use)
was adopted in 1582 (after the split). So many
years, the Catholic Church and the Orthodox
Church celebrate Easter on different Sundays. In
2025, we will celebrate on the same Sunday -
Praise the Lord of Unity!]

~ Rev. Jeremy M. Gries,
Chaplain of Cardinal Ritter Council #1221
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EVENTS at KofC C il 1221
m Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
N |
2 3 &4  MEAL VERMA 5 OFFICERS 6 FISH FRY 7 8
N FCPD PICKLEBALL
WEBBER ROBINSON GAHAGEN VERNIA SEE SIGNUP GENIUS
9 BLOODDRIVE 10 11 MEAL CARTER 12 MONTHLY 13 14 POLARPLUNGE 15
SUPER FCPD PICKLEBALL
BOWL GREENWOOD CARTER TIPKER Loos Loos
U 16 4™ DEGREE a7 18 MEAL WATERS 19 20 21 22
: FCPD PICKLEBALL
L BYERLEY WATERS GAHAGEN LNCOLN KAISER
a3 BLOODDRIVE 24 25  MEAL LINCOLN 6 a7 28 MAR 1
A HF FCPD PICKLEBALL FR MEYER TALK COUNCIL WORKDAY
CHURCH
GREENWOOD ROBINSON BYERLEY (CRBFY) WATERS
DRIVE VERNIA/TIPKER

MARCH FOR LIFE
GREG BRODFEHRER

FIFTY-SIX INDIANA KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS GOT ON TO A BUS TO MAKE THEIR WAY TO WASHINGTON DC TO JOIN
MARCH FOR LIFE TO ADVOCATE FOR THE UNBORN AND REPRESENT THE NEED FOR DIGNITY OF ALL LIFE. DISTRICT
35 FILLED 6 SEATS ON THE BUS. I FOUND IT FASCINATING TO SPEAK TO ALL INDIANA KNIGHTS TO FIND OUT WHY
THEY MADE THIS PILGRIMAGE TO THE NATIONAL CAPITAL. THE KNIGHTS HAVE ALWAYS SPOKEN OUT AGAINST
ABORTION. THE OPENING RALLY THAT STARTED THE MARCH HIGHLIGHTED HOW IMPORTANT THE KNIGHTS OF
COLUMBUS WAS TO THE PROLIFE MOVEMENT. CARDINAL RITTER SENT ROB DAVIS, MARK HUBLAR AND ME TO THE
MARCH FOR LIFE. MARK 1S A 58-YEAR-OLD ADULT WITH DOWN SYNDROME. MARK IS INVOLVED IN A NATIONAL
MOVEMENT TO BRING EQUALITY AND INCLUSION TO THOSE WHO HAVE DISABILITIES. MARK WAS SO OVERCOME
WITH PRIDE THAT HE WAS INCLUDED AND TREATED AS A KNIGHT OF COLUMBUS AND NOT SOMEONE WITH A
DISABILITY. MARK WAS A HUGE INSPIRATION TO ME DURING THE TRIP. 1 HAVE ALWAYS BEEN PROLIFE, BUT IT
MEANT MORE TO ME WHEN [ WAS AWAKENED AT 2AM BY MY DAUGHTER WHO HAS AUTISM WHO WAS HYSTERICAL.
IT TOOK 45 MINUTES BEFORE WE COULD GET HER CALMED DOWN TO TELL US WHAT HAPPENED. SHE FOUND A
SIGHT ON YOU TUBE THAT PROPOSED IT WOQULD BE BETTER TO ABORT CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES, SO THEY
WON'T BE A BURDEN ON SOCIETY. | WILL SAY, THIS WAS NOT FUN FOR ME TO ATTEND, BUT IT WAS MEANINGFUL. 1
AM GLAD | ATTENDED, AND IT MADE ME APPRECIATE THAT I AM NOT ALONE IN ADVOCATING FOR THE UNBORN AND
SPIRITUAL EXPERIENCE. IT WAS A CHANCE FOR ME TO PUT MY FAITH IN ACTION. 1 REALLY APPRECIATE CARDINAL
RITTER SENDING ME AND ALLOW ME TO SHOW MY DEDICATION TO SHOWING EVERY LIFE MATTERS.
GREG BRODFEHRER
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
CARDINAL RITTER COUNCIL # 1221
812-987-8350

RENI TGB@YAH
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“WELCOME LENT, 'VE BEEN WAITING FOR YOU”

[ ALWAYS HAVE LOOKED FORWARD TO LENT, AND PROBABLY NOT FOR THE CORRECT REASONS.
FORGIVE ME, FATHER. WINTER LOOSENS ITS GRASP ON NATURE AS CROCUSES SPROUT,
GRASSES GREEN UP AND BUDS BLOOM. FIRE UP THE MOWER AND SHARPEN THE SHEARS. NEW
LIFE BEGINS TO ABOUND ALL AROUND. AND YET WE MUST TEMPER THIS SECULAR ANTICIPATION

WITH OUR LENTEN DISCIPLINE OF PRAYER, FASTING AND ALMSGIVING. NOT SO FAST.

NOW PRAYER AND FASTING ARE COMMON TENETS BUT TAKE WORK TO PUT INTO OUR DAILY
REGIMEN. I WOULD LIKE TO FOCUS ON ALMSGIVING FOR NOW. I ALWAYS THOUGHT THIS MEANT
DROPPING MORE INTO THE COFFERS TO TAKE CARE OF THOSE LESS FORTUNATE. BUT IT ALSO
ENTAILS TIME SET ASIDE IN SERVICE TO OTHERS. OPPORTUNITIES ABOUND TO PROVIDE THAT
SERVICE AT YOUR PARISH OR HERE AT THE COUNCIL. ONE GLANCE AT YOUR SUNDAY BULLETIN
AND YOU WILL KNOW WHERE TO OFFER YOUR TALENTS. HERE AT THE COUNCIL CONSIDER
LENDING A HAND AT OUR LENTEN FISH FRY'S. OUR GRAND KNIGHT PUBLISHES A SIGN-UP
GENIUS EACH SUNDAY WITH HIS WEEKLY UPDATES. COME DOWN SATURDAY, MARCH 1 FOR A
HOT BREAKFAST BEFORE WE TACKLE OQUR ANNUAL COUNCIL WORKDAY TO GET THE PLACE

READY FOR THE CROWDS THAT WILL SURELY COME.
I HOPE THIS LENTEN SEASON WILL BRING A DEEPER MEANING OF SERVICE TO OTHERS BEFORE
SELF. SEE YOU IN CHURCH AND DOWN ON MAIN STREET SOON.

PGK - MIKE CARTER
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7)
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HTTE NW.SIGNUPGENIUS.COM /C 60BO44FAIAF2DASES 4281138-FISH
SATURDAY FEBRUARY 15TH - POLAR BEAR PLUNGE 12NOON AT DEAM LAKE - TO BENEFIT
SPECIAL OLYMPICS

LENTEN FISH FRY'S:
MARCH 7: H] ; [ F F85- =
LENTEN

MARCH 14: TPS:/ /WWW X : F PRE = -
LENTEN

MARCH 21: HTTPS://WWW.SIGNUPGENIUS.COM /GO /60B044FAIAF2ZDASF85-54289988~
LENTEN

MARCH 28: HTTPS: //WWW,SIGNUPGENIUS.COM /GO /60B044FA9AF2DASF85-54290126-
ENTEN

APRIL 4: HTTPS:/ /WWW,SIGNUPGENIUS.COM/GO /60B044FA9AF2DASF85-54290224-LENTEN

APRIL 11: [

APRIL 18: HTTPS: / /WWW . SIGNUPGENI M BO44FAQAF2DASFS85-54291972-LENTE
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Annual Survey of Fraternal

Activity

January 1, 202424hrough December 31, 2024

Council Number _ot22

Jurisdiction

Indiana

Section I. Fraternal Program Activities Section Il. Fraternal Commitment Activitied

Faith Activities (where applicable)

Charitable
Disbursements

Hours
of Service

Meetings

a.Refund Support Vocations Program

1. Regular

b.Church Facilities

o

2. Social

c.Catholic Schools/Seminaries

3. Special/Committee 2

d.Religious/Vocations Education

2,200

238

TOTAL MEETINGS | NI

179

e.Prayer & Study Programs
f.Sacramental Gifts

275

g.Miscellaneous Faith Activities

Other Fraternal Commitments (e appicabie)

TOTAL FAITH CONTRIBUTIONS [l

4900

642

] Visits to the Sick 12

Family Activities

[where applicable)

Visits to the Bereaved
Number of Blood Donations

1025

a.Food for Families

5125

352

Masses Held for Members 1

b.Family Formation Programs

Hours of Fraternal Service to

c.Keep Christ in Christmas

Sick/Disabled Members and their Families

d.Family Week

e.Family Prayer Night

f.Miscellaneous Family Programs

TOTAL FAMILY CONTRIBUTIONS Ji

5125

352

Community ActivitieSuwes appicasie)

All information provided on this

a.Coats For Kids

b.Global Wheelchair Mission

report is to be for Programs &

c.Habitat for Humanity

Activities conducted

d.Disaster Preparedness/Relief

300

e.Physically Disabled/Intellectual Disabilities

January 1st through

f.Elderly/Widow{er) Care

150

December 31st annually.

g.Hospitals/Health Organizations

h.Columbian Squires

i. Scouting/Youth Groups

Due January 31st

j. Athletics

450

k.Youth Welfare/Service

7321

299

I. Scholarships/Education

Z5ED

Submit form to:

m.Veteran Military/VAVS

n.Miscellaneous Community/Youth Activities

aa7T

fraternalmission@kofc.org

TOTAL COMMUNITY CONTRIBUTIONS |

17085

4775

Life Activities jnere appicabie)

a.Special Olympics

4135

39

b.Marches for Life

c.Ultrasound Initiative

2,000

d.Pregnancy Center Support

7,000

e.Christian Refugee Relief

f.Memorials to Unborn Children

56

g.Miscellaneous Life Activities

TOTAL LIFE CONTRIBUTIONS [

7135

1

TOTAL |

34245

Due January 31st

Page 10of 2



JANUARY - MARCH 2025

POLAR

PLUNGE

SCAN TO DONATE TO THE ICE NIGHTS
POLAR PLUNGE CAMPAIGN

Special
Diympics
Indiana
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From our Deputy Grand Knight

JANUARY IS IN THE BOOKS. WE FINISHED THE MONTH WITH THE VOCATION EVENT WITH MOST OF THE
DEANERY SIXTH GRADERS IN ATTENDANCE. THE DAY STARTED WITH HOLY FAMILY’'S KNIGHTS OF THE HOLY
TEMPLE LEADING THE PROCESSION TO ST. MARY'S WHERE ALL THE AREA PASTORS CONCELEBRATED MASS
TOGETHER AND THE KNIGHTS SERVING. A MOVING MOMENT FOR ME WAS DURING THE OUR FATHER AND 1

NOTICED THE YOUTHFUL VOICES PRAYING IN UNISON. THANKS TO GREG BRODFEHRER FOR LEADING THE WAY
ON THIS VERY WORTHWHILE EVENT FOR OUR YOUTH.

CARDINAL RITTER COUNCIL 1221 TO THE RESCUE! DRAKE DANCE ACADEMY THOUGHT THEY WE
HOLDING THEIR DANCE BENEFIT AT PROVIDENCE AND FOUND OUT LATE THAT THERE HAD BEEN A
MISTAKE IN BOOKING.THE EVENT 1S TAKING PLACE IN REISING BALL ROOM AND KCGIVNEY HALL

JANUARY 318T.
THE LIFT IS IN. WELL, THAT'S NOT EXACTLY TRUE, IT IS IN AT EXECUTIVE ELEVATOR COMPANY
AND IS BEING SCHEDULED FOR INSTALLATION.

THE RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVES IN MCGIVNEY ARE NEARING THE 4000 MARK WITH 3924 UNITS
COLLECTED THROUGH JANUARY. SPECIAL THANKS TO THE MANY KNIGHTS, FAMILY MEMBERS AND
FRIENDS WHO MAKE IT A POINT TO GIVE AT COUNCIL 1221. THE NEXT DRIVES ARE FEBRUARY 10
AND 24, VISIT REDCROSSBLOOD.ORG TO MAKE AN APPOINTMENT.

QUEEN OF HEARTS JACKPOT IS BOUNCING ON $7000.00, COME ON DOWN WEDNESDAY FOR
SUPPER, FELLOWSHIP AND A CHANCE TO WIN.

RON WEBBER

DGK

Feb - March 2025 Indiana Knights of

. .

Red Cross Blood Drive Columbus State Convention

Dates:

:

Mondays' YOUSTATE CONVENTION: (APRIL 25TH - 27TH, 2025)
PLEASE SEE THE INFORMATION IN THE LETTERS GOING OUT FOR

Febl’ual’y 10 & 24 THIS YEARS ANNUAL MEETING OF THE INDIANA STATE COUNCIL
THAT WILL BE HELD AT THE FRENCH LICK RESORT. EVERYONE IS

MarCh 10 & 24 INVITED! ALL KNIGHTS AND THEIR WIVES! CHECK THE STATE

WEBSITE AS UPDATES AND INFORMATION WILL BE POSTED ON OUR
WEBSITE.

Slgnup at WWWAFEdCrOSSbIOOd'Org EVERY COUNCIL IN THE STATE IS A MEMBER OF THE STATE

COUNCIL, SO IT IS THE DUTY OF EACH COUNCIL AS A MEMBER OF
THE STATE COUNCIL TO BE PRESENT AT THE ANNUAL MEETING OF
THE STATE COUNCIL!

IT IS RECOMMENDED FOR THE GRAND KNIGHT AND PAST GRAND
KNIGHT TO BE DELEGATES, BUT ANY 3RD DEGREE KNIGHT IN GOOD
STANDING MAY RE END. EVERYONE IS REQUIRED TO
REGISTER TO AT T, ACTIVITIES, MEALS, OR
MEETINGS, DUE TO THE COSTS OF THE EVENT.
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Name:

Phone:

Email:

Quantity, Size, Color:

White or Navy Blue shirt
with embroidery.
Total: $30 each. Sizes Small - 4XL.

Drop this form off at Council with Payment In check form, If possible.

k Cut Form here. Cut Form here. Cut Form here. Cut Form here. %

We have one navy blue
polo shirt size 4XL for sale.

S30

(Come by the Council and ask about it.)
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"A SOCIETY GROWS GREAT WHEN OLD MEN PLANT TREES
WHOSE SHADE THEY KNOW THEY WILL NEVER SIT IN."
— GREEK PROVERB

PRAYER FOR THE CANONIZATION OF FATHER MCGIVNEY

God, our Father, protector of the poor and defender of the widow and
orphan, you called your priest, Father Michael J. McGivney, to be an
apostle of Christian family life and to lead the young to the generous
service of their neighbor. Through the example of his life and virtue may
we follow your Son, Jesus Christ, more closely, fulfilling his com-
mandment of charity and building up his Body which is the Church. Let
the inspiration of your servant prompt us to greater confidence in your
love so that we may continue his work of caring for the needy and the
outcast. We humbly ask that you glorify your venerable servant Father
Michael J. McGivney on earth according to the design of your holy will.
Through his intercession, grant the favor I now present (here make your
request). Through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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JOIN KOFC 1221
EVERY FRIDAY

OF LENT INCLUDING
GOOD FRIDAY!

\ 4

_~ o~ p—~
_~ o~
o~ p—~

MARCH 7, 14, 21, 28
APRIL 4, 11, 18, 2025

2025

STAY TUNED TO FACEBOOK
FOR ANY UPDATES:

FACEBOOK.COM/
GROUPS/KOFC1221

1CES

v
—MENY + pRICES.

000

LUNCH DRIVE-THRU 11-1 « SIT-DOWN OR CARRYOUT 4:30-7:30

DINNER PLATES

Includes: Fries or Potato (Dinner only), Cole Slaw, Condiments

FISH(2) $12

CRAB CAKE(8) $12
SHRIMP(2) $13
PAN-FRIED OYSTERS(4) $13
FISH (1) & SHRIMP(4) $13
1 e s COMBO $14

A LA CARTE

FISH SANDWICH $ 6
SHRIMP(4) $6
PAN-FRIED OYSTERS(3)$ 7
CRAB CAKES(2)$7
FRENCH FRIES $ 2
BAKED POTATOS?

COLE SLAWS2
HUSH PUPPIES(3) $ 1

All prices are subject to change.

%KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS = 809 E MAIN ST « NEW ALBANY, IN
UPDATED1/2/2025
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PRE-LENTEN FISH FRY'S
Pt STAY TUNED TO FACEBOOK

FOR ANY UPDATES:
FACEBOOK.COM/
GROUPS/KOFC1221

FRIDAY
JAN 3 & 17

LUNCH DRIVE-THRU 11-1 « SIT-DOWN OR CARRYOUT 4:30-7:30

DINNER PLATES _FNDH$6

Includes: Fries or Potato (Dinner only), Cole Slaw, Condiments

FISH(2) $12 SHRIMP(4) $6

PAN-FRIED OYSTERS(3) $ 7
CRAB CAKES(2) $7

CRAB CAKE(2) $12

SHRlMP(B) S13 FRENCH FRIES 52
PAN-FRIED OYSTERS(4) $13 BAKED POTATO §2
FISH (1) & SHRIMP(4) $13 COLE SLAW $2

HUSH PUPPIES(3) $1

1FishFiet-2shime- COMBO $14

All prices are subject to ch.ange.
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS = 809 E MAIN ST « NEW ALBANY, IN

UPDATED 1/02/2025
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Dark Heather

gNICHIIS

‘—m

UECORIMBULS
NEy RN

T-shirts Now available at the council for a $10 donation - S to XXXL

While supplies last - Specific sizes can be ordered.



