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GRAND KNIGHT MESSAGE 

It has been an exciting beginning of the year at the council.  We are into the Lenten season 
which is a time to prepare for the resurrection of Christ on Easter. The waterproofing we had 
done is leaving us high and dry .   Ron Webber is leading a panel which will give us a roadmap 
going forward with the interior of the building now and in the future. 

 

We have had some pretty remarkable activities from a Super Bowl party to the weekly ‘Wheel of 
Cash’ dinner, and to our fish fry’s.  Brother Greg Brodfuhrer will be discussing these and other 
areas that the council is involved with.  We also had a Fish Fry in Januaryto benefit ‘Angels in 
Disguise’.  We were able to raise and donate $1,500.00 dollars to this worthycharity. 

On February 1st we had the K of C Vocation Day for all of the Deanery 6th Graders.  Brother 
Brodfehrer and his crew did a tremendous job with this. 

I wish to address and THANK all of the volunteers who help out with all of the activities that we 
have going on.  It would not be possible to do the charitable work’s that we do without YOU.  

 

Look forward to seeing you at one of our fish fry’s or other activities next month. 

 

Vivat Jesus 

John F. Vernia 

Grand Knight 

 
 

Chaplain’s Encouragement 
 
By now, I hope you’ve heard about the Eucharistic Revival. It’s slowly been growing in 

prominence and promotion since it launched on Corpus Christi Sunday on 19 June 2022. It began 
with diocesan events. Our Archdiocese of Indianapolis hosted a two large Masses with 
Eucharistic Procession from Saints Peter & Paul Cathedral to St John Proto-Cathedral in 
Indianapolis. There was also a large service project that packaged to-go meals. Several teams of 
volunteers helped pack 13,000 meals to be shipped to Ukrainian refugees. They also assembled 
about 1,500 care packages of personal hygiene items for people who request help from Catholic 
Charities and the Society of St. Vincent de Paul in the Archdiocese. More than 1000 folks took 
part in the initial event. 

Since that time, deaneries have held Evenings of Reflection in the context of Eucharistic 
Adoration with speakers and discussion. Parishes have increased catechesis and faith formation 
opportunities, as well as ample opportunity to Adore our Lord in Eucharistic Holy Hours. 
Tremendous importance has been placed on re-affirming the Truth of Jesus Christ, truly, really, 
substantially, and sacramentally present Body & Blood, Soul & Divinity in the Eucharist. The 



Eucharist is not just something we do. Or something we participate in. Or something we eat. The 
Eucharist is Jesus Christ present with us, to us, for us. The Eucharist is therefore at the heart of 
our faith, our life, our discipleship. We need the Scriptures for they are God’s Divine Word for 
our instruction, encouragement, and edification. But we must have the Sacrament of the 
Eucharist for it is Our Savior and Life. 

 
The Catechism of the Catholic Church states (www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/__P3X.HTM): 
1324 The Eucharist is "the source and summit of the Christian life." "The other sacraments, and 

indeed all ecclesiastical ministries and works of the apostolate, are bound up with the 
Eucharist and are oriented toward it. For in the blessed Eucharist is contained the whole 
spiritual good of the Church, namely Christ himself, our Pasch." 

 

1325 "The Eucharist is the efficacious sign and sublime cause of that communion in the divine 
life and that unity of the People of God by which the Church is kept in being. It is the 
culmination both of God's action sanctifying the world in Christ and of the worship men offer 
to Christ and through him to the Father in the Holy Spirit." 

 

1326 Finally, by the Eucharistic celebration we already unite ourselves with the heavenly liturgy 
and anticipate eternal life, when God will be all in all. 

 

1327 In brief, the Eucharist is the sum and summary of our faith: "Our way of thinking is attuned 
to the Eucharist, and the Eucharist in turn confirms our way of thinking." 

 
Phrases like “Source and Summit”, “Sublime Cause”, “Culmination”, ‘Sum and Summary of 

our Faith” are not words we just throw around in praise or hyperbole. These words and phrases 
are trying to convey the supreme importance of the Eucharist for us as Catholic Christians.  

So, as we flip the calendar into 2024, what if you made this a New Year of the Eucharist in 
your life? What if you actually placed Christ at the center – like sliding the Luna containing the 
Eucharistic Host into the center of the Monstrance? What if you place Jesus into your heart, 
mind, and soul by bringing the Eucharist into the center of your life? Some ways to do this 
follow. 

Giving Adoration! Begin to spend time praying before and with Christ in the Eucharist if 
this is not already part of your spiritual life. Not just Sunday Mass (that should already be a 
cornerstone of your weekly faith calendar), but quiet dedicated time before the Lord 
Eucharistically present in the Tabernacle or Monstrance. In Revelations, heaven is described as 
the Wedding Feast of the Lamb. Revelations describes the activity of heaven as all the angels and 
saints gathered around the Lamb in praise & worship, bending the knee, praising & adoring God. 
Start now, in this life, through practice & performance in Eucharistic Adoration. Spending time 
in adoration will naturally lead to giving thanks to God. You’ve likely heard that Eucharist is the 
Greek word for Thanksgiving. Are you a person of thanksgiving? Are you fostering gratitude in 
your heart, mind, soul – Life! After receiving the Eucharist at Mass, do you offer specific 
thanksgiving and gratitude to God for His countless & infinite blessings and graces in your life? 
No? Start. Become that which you receive. Gratitude will actually change your Christian 
discipleship and make you more like Jesus Christ Himself whom you receive in the Eucharist. 
Especially as we’ve just rejoiced in Christmas and Epiphany to celebrate and be thankful for 
Christ’s first coming, be grateful for His ever coming to us in the Eucharist. May I suggest that 
both Giving Adoration and Giving Thanks are an expressions of Charity. 



Giving Devotion! This might sound like “Adoration” above. It is certainly related, but here I 
would encourage you to take up some form of devotional practices. Our life with God is greatly 
assisted by the treasury of prayers, pious practices, personal behaviors. These help instill the 
deep Truths of God into our routine of life. Read one of the many books out about the Eucharist. 
Pray the Litany of the Eucharist (there are at least 3 different options). Make use of the 
Sacrament of Confession. You wouldn’t want to eat your dinner off a dirty plate, do you think 
Christ wants to enter into a ‘dirty soul’? Such practices unit us more closely with the whole 
Church – the whole Body of Christ. May I suggest this is an expression of Patriotism – sharing 
in and fostering the communal cult of the Church within God’s Kingdom of which we are 
citizens by baptism. 

Give Sacrifice! At your Baptism you were anointed “Priest, Prophet, and King”, sharing in 
the life & ministry of Christ. While your lay priesthood is different than ordained priesthood, you 
are still called to offer sanctifying sacrifice with the whole of your life. In part, this is done by 
faithful participation at the Mass, but it’s also done in the faithful living of your life – hardships 
& blessings – as an offering to the Father in the Spirit, as Jesus Christ did & does. Be intentional 
and conscious of this offering and you will live a sacrificial life. May I suggest this is sharing in 
the Unity of Christ on the Cross. 

Giving Service! – The Catechism tells us that the altar of the Eucharist leads to the table of 
the poor. “To receive in truth the Body and Blood of Christ given up for us, we must recognize 
Christ in the poorest, his brethren” (CCC 1397). This should be natural for us, especially as 
Knights. We live fraternity & charity by serving Christ in the widow and orphan, in our brother 
and sister in need. Learning to see Christ in the Eucharist, will enable us to see & serve Christ in 
the poorest of the poor. Lastly, may I suggest this is an expression of Fraternity. 

Loving Jesus Christ in the Eucharist will open up, strengthen, and expand your Catholic 
Christian life and discipleship. It will make you a more fervent Knight of Columbus. It will 
instill in you a greater expression of the 4 Pillars of the Knights of Columbus. As ordinary bread 
and wine become the extra-ordinary gift of Jesus Christ, loving Christ in the Eucharist will do 
extra-ordinary things in you. While it won’t transubstantiate you, it will transform you for God! 
 
~ Rev. Jeremy M. Gries, Chaplain of Cardinal Ritter Council #1221 
 
 
 
 

March is Lenten Fish Fry time at KofC but more importantly it is a time to repent and prepare 

for Easter and Christ’s Resurrection.  March 19th is the Feast of St. Joseph.   Little is known 
about St. Joseph the father of Jesus.  Pope Pius IX declared St. Joseph the Patron and 
protector of the Catholic Church.  We as fathers are the protectors of our families.  Take some 
time this month to pray the Litany of St. Joseph.  Ask St. Joseph to help you become a better 
husband and father.   

There will be another Baby Burial in March or April.  A notice will be sent out when the date is 
set. 

The Red Cross blood drives in McGivney are nearing 3000 units.  The next drives are March 
11th and 25th. Go to redcrossblood.orgto make an appointment. 



We are hosting another Pickleball League in conjunction with Floyd County Parks and 
Recreation.  This will take place Monday evenings March 11ththrough April 15th.   

Wheel of Cash jackpot is $10,744.50  as of 2/26/2024. The numbers are dwindling, come on down 
Wednesday for supper, fellowship and a chance to win. 

 

Ron Webber 
DGK 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Fish Fry’s and Beyond 

Greg Brodfehrer, Program Director 
  

I was at court while at my job and the court reporter yelled at me from across the court 
room, “Is there a fish fry this Friday”.  I was about to answer when one of the attorneys 
looked at me and said, “Oh, are you a Knights of Columbus?”  It is funny how the 
community knows us for this one thing.   
Although we love our fish fry’s, there is more to us. We started the year great with a 
Gibault Dinner to raise awareness about Gibault and Campagna Academy and we also 
raised 2500 dollars for Angels in Disguise. In February we had our Vocation Fair which 
raised awareness of vocations to Religious Life to 189 Deanery 6th grade students and 
also raised 3200 dollars for Special Olympics in the Polar Plunge.  We opened the 



Council door to New Albany Parks Department who hosted Pickle ball in our building. 
We had 4 very successful blood drives. All this in January and February. 
We should all be proud of what we accomplish here at the Council. While we do have 
legendary fish fry’s, we have so much more. With that being said, we need more 
programs around family and community. Please pray and think about if there are any 
programs you could sponsor. 
  

From your District Deputy 
Greg Brodfehrer, District Deputy 35 
  
District 35 just received it Star District Award. I was very honored to receive this award as 
District 35 District Deputy. I am honored to be in this role. I get to see all the good works of 
each council. We have so many ways of serving the vision of our Blessed Fr. Michael McGivney. 
This has been a very good year for District 35. It experienced the creation of a new Council, 
Father Andrew & Albert Diezeman Council 18212. We are reaching our membership goals as 
the District is already 117% of the goal. Yes, we have met our goal and some. We are 
programing proven by receiving the Star District Award. 
I ask each council to continue to keep pushing hard to surpass your goals and keep growing. 
Catholics are very close to being in the same position as they were in Blessed Fr. McGivney’s 
time. Our values are being undermined by many in this country. Catholics are being mocked 
openly. It is important more than ever to stand up as strong Catholic Men and stand strong, 
using compassion and respect, to uphold our Catholic values.   

 

 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
February 1st K of C Deanery Vocation Day 

February 14 Ash Wednesday 

February 16, 23, March 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 Lenten Fish Fry’s 

April 2 K of C Benefit night 

April 5 first Friday Fish Fry 



 

Bob House and Eddie Cook making Cole Slaw for the fish fry. 



 

Mass for the Vocation Fair 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Mass at the vocation Fair 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Students getting ready for Lunch at the Vocation Fair. 


