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Chaplain’s Encouragement

May 9, 2024 would be the traditional day for Ascension Thursday. It is 40-days after Easter 

Sunday, which from the Scriptures (Acts 1:3), is when Jesus our Lord ascended Body & Soul to 
the right hand of the Father in Heaven. In most (arch)diocese of the United States, the Feast of 
the Ascension of is transferred to the following Sunday, as it is here in the Archdiocese of 
Indianapolis. Only 5 (arch)diocese in the US keep Ascension Thursday on Thursday. [Can you 
name the five diocese? answer at the end.] By the time you read this, the feast may have come & 
gone. Perhaps, we will be closer to Pentecost or the Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity. 
Whatever the case may be, I want to draw attention to our Lord’s Ascension and then briefly to 
the day we celebrate it.


“Jesus presented Himself alive to them by many proofs after he had suffered,

appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God” (Acts 1:3).


Following the Resurrection, Jesus wanted, needed even, for the early Apostles & disciples to 
be firmly rooted in the seemingly impossible truth that He had risen from the dead. For 40-days, 
He appeared to them. Ate with them. Spoke to them. Assisted them. Broke open the Scriptures 
for them. Broke Bread with them. All because the idea of the Resurrection is incredible, that is 
literally ‘impossible to believe’. And yet, it was true. It had to be believed. Its belief is what gives 
final proof to all that Jesus said, taught, and did prior to the Cross. His resurrection is what 
affirms the Truth that He is the Savior, Messiah, Son of God. And it is this identity that gives us 
hope that we too can go higher than this life. 


“Jesus was lifted up” (Acts 1:9). Do we strive to go higher? Ultimately higher to heaven – 
which should be the driving reason for any thought, word, or deed. Do we strive through God’s 
Grace and our cooperation in the Spirit, to do better day by day? As we grow older, we should be 
getting better – going higher – in our embrace of the Christian Way than we were before. We 
should be developing a greater sense of peace, patience, wisdom. The experience of age, can 
either shrink the heart through bitterness & cynicism or enlarge it through sympathy & empathy 
with the human condition bathed in the sweetness of God’s Grace. The answer to which is the 
case for us often lies in the approach one takes to life. Have you aimed higher or given into the 
lower? Aiming higher, we are mindful of where & what we hope to attain, while looking after 
Jesus who has gone before us. Aiming higher, we realize every action lifts us & others, or knocks 
us down. Aiming higher can make us all the more aware of our weaknesses, shortcomings, and 
failings and how very short of our goal we go. But by aiming higher with Christ, we realize that 
it is Him in us that moves us in the right direction.




How did you spend the 40-days from Easter until Ascension? Were those days utilized to 
draw you nearer to Jesus, and thereby ultimately higher, or were you indifferent, thereby settling 
back down lower? Sadly, the intentionally accompanying of Christ is a practice and mindset 
more often associated with Lent in our actions of prayer, fasting & almsgiving; when in fact, 
now in Easter should we all the more accompany the Lord. For the very reason Jesus spent these 
40-days with His Apostles (& us) was to help them walk with & for Christ – to experience New 
Life – Higher Life. Did these days of Easter help affirm your faith in the Truth – the incredible 
Truth – that Jesus who freely suffered & died, also freely rose from the dead. All so that you 
could freely follow Him. Have they been an experience of the Body preparing to go where Christ 
the Head has gone before. Unfortunately, often when Easter Sunday comes and goes, we quickly 
fall back into the pressures, pursuits, and practices of this life. They all too commonly weigh us 
down and push us away from the Lord, right when we have at last witnessed His great victory of 
freedom & life. Such worldly pursuits can keep us entirely too rooted in the things of this life, 
rather than freeing us to go higher with the Lord. But Christ’s ascension reminds us of Jesus’ 
desire for you.


Which brings me to the discussion of when we celebrate the Great Feast of the Ascension. 
Per the Scriptures, it should fall on that Thursday six weeks after Easter Sunday – 40-days from 
the Resurrection. Yet, few Catholics attend Mass on Thursday weekdays. Even when in the past 
it was a Holy Day of Obligation, many fell short. In the desire that all may share in this 
wondrous remembrance, most bishops in most regions of the US have moved its celebration to 
the following Sunday. This action flows from a heartfelt desire by the bishops that all may keep 
this momentous occasion before the eyes of the faithful so that they too may aim their eyes 
higher after the Ascension of the Lord. Yet, there is also at least a hint of irony, that those who 
are called higher, often couldn’t reorient their life so as to be present on the actual day of 
celebration. No matter when it is celebrated, the thrust of Christ’ Ascension is to give us hope of 
a home with Him & the Father in Heaven and the immediate impact on our life now that such a 
high ideal instills.


When Blessed Michael McGivney founded the Knights of Columbus, he not only wanted to 
care for the widows & orphans of Catholic men or simply keep Catholic men from too freely 
associating with worldly (and sometimes unhealthy & unholy) fraternal associations. No, Father 
McGivney wanted to instill an “Ascension Mindset” in Catholic Men. To aim higher, raising our 
eyes to where our Lord & Savior has gone before, and set our course & action by that aim. So 
allow me now in these waning days of Easter to recall that same “Ascension Mindset”. Let me 
challenge you, ‘higher, men, higher!’


[The five (arch)diocese that maintain the celebration of the Ascension on Thursday are:

Boston, Hartford, New York, Omaha, and Philadelphia.]


~ Rev. Jeremy M. Gries, Chaplain of Cardinal Ritter Council #1221




GRAND KNIGHT
Brothers:

It has been an exciting two months since our last newsletter.  We have a  
very busy June with a lot of hall rentals with the obligatory set-up and tear 
down.  I wish to thank everyone who gave a helping hand to get this done.  

Some other activities that occurred were the winning and end of the Wheel 
of Cash game.  Congratulations Friar Ken.  The weekly game of chance 
now is the ‘Queen of Hearts’.  I hope to see all of you at the council on 
Wednesday evening for the drawing and a dinner.

Catalyst Catholic has been sponsoring ‘Theology on Tap’. In June.  We 
have hosted the last two Thursday evenings.  There were a lot of Knights at 
the first TOT Thursday, I hope to see more this Thursday.

We hosted the ‘Let us shine Gala’ for the Indianapolis Diocese Knights of 
Columbus Fundraiser on June 15th.  It was a big success.  Thanks for all of 
your hard work Greg.

May 17th saw another Baby committal service at Holy Trinity Cemetery.  
Thanks to all of the brothers who participated.

We had our Annual elections in June for new officers.  I know you will 
support them as well as you did last year’s officers.



We also at the State convention took home the State Life award for the 
Baby committal program.  Well done Brothers !!!!!!!!

Brothers, as we cruise on into the ‘Dog days of Summer’, please remember 
some of the things  happening in July.

1. The Pilgrims coming from Texas will be in the area the week of the 
8th.  Please read the weekly newsletter to see how to help

2. The week of July 15th is the Eucharistic Congress which is being held 
in Indianapolis.  Please see your parishes bulletin to volunteer

Finally I wish to thank everyone who prayed, helped, and supported me this 
last year as your Grand Knight.  It has been a wonderful experience

THANK YOU !!!!!!!!

DEPUTY GRAND KNIGHT
June is in the books and another Theology on Tap success, great speakers as usual.  On to 
July which is dedicated to the Precious Blood of Jesus.  How appropriate that the National 
Eucharistic Pilgrimage will pass through New Albany in early July which brings the opportunity 
for us to participate.  July 10 and 11 will be big days for us as Catholics and Knights, be part of 
it.  

The Red Cross blood drives in McGivney are still going strong.  The next drives are July 1, 15 
and 29. Go to redcrossblood.org to make an appointment.

Welcome to Matt Lincoln our new Grand Knight who will continue the tradition of Charity, Unity, 
Fraternity and Patriotism.

Wheel of Cash is OUT and Queen of Hearts is IN with a jackpot of $5272.00, come on down 
Wednesday for supper, fellowship and a chance to win.


Ron Webber
DGK



Greg Brodfehrer, Program Director

The Cardinal Ritter Knights of Columbus Program Year is coming to an end.  I am very proud to 
say we are yet again a Star Council. Our council participated this year in very powerful 
programs.  I am sure everyone who participated in the quarterly Baby Committal services could 
stand up and testify to how impactful this program has been for them and the others we 
copartner with. This year we also brought our parish schools together to teach them about 
diversity and standing up against racism with Cardinal Ritter Day and about the many ways of 
serving God, especially through religious life, with the Vocation Fair. We spent time in Holy 
Hour. We not only had a wonderful response for donating Coats for Kids but recognized a young 
lady who exemplifies the spirit of charity and volunteerism by donating coats to needy children.  
We had two members bravely jump into freezing water to advocate for inclusion of people with 
disabilities and support of Special Olympics. We came together in prayer with the Silver Rose 
Program. We provided food for families so they can celebrate Thanksgiving and fed many 
homeless at our annual Christmas breakfast. We worked our fannies off making sure that our 
Fish Fry’s was available to all throughout the years. We made sure we were represented during 
Harvest Homecoming. We did a lot of collaboration with the New Albany Park System. We 
hosted Pickle Ball. We hosted wedding and Christmas Parties. There is just so much we did this 
year. There is so much joy that comes from being a part of this council. I am super excited about 
next year while we maintain the programing we have while creating new opportunities. 

My Big Ask to you is to come up with one program, that if we did it, you would bring your family 
to in a heartbeat. It can be anything, from Movie night, kickball, bible study, teen youth night, 
ect..ect..ect. Please email your ideas to brknightgb@yahoo.com. 

Thank you for a fantastic Year.

mailto:brknightgb@yahoo.com
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ERIK HUNTER RECEIVING A CHALLENGE COIN FROM GREG 
BRODFERHER
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RON WEBBER RECEIVING STATE LIFE AWARD FOR ERIK 
HUNTER AND GREG BRODFERHER


