Knights of Columbus
Council #1221

Business Meeting Minutes
August 14, 2025

Call to Order
Thursday, August 14th, 2025 at 7:00 P.M.

Warden’s Report on Membership Card
Bro. Dan Gulley: All present are current members.

Opening Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer was said by all.

Pledge of Allegiance
The Pledge of Allegiance was said by all.

Reading of and Approval Minutes of Previous Meeting
e The meeting minutes for July were sent out via email and placed at the bar prior to the
meeting for review. They were approved.

Chaplain’s Message: Fr. Jeremy Gries
The start of gospel for today’s Mass from Matthew 18: Peter approached Jesus and asked
him “Lord, if my brother sins against me, how often must I forgive him? As many as seven
times?” Jesus answered, “I say to you, not seven times but seventy-seven time.” The great
challenge of forgiving others is one that is perennial, one that is a difficulty, sometimes our
brothers are in need of much forgiveness and it can be a challenge to do so. Today is also
the feast of St. Maximilian Kolbe. A few of you may have had the opportunity to visit
Auschwitz in Poland, it’s a very sobering experience. In the death house where Maximilian
ultimately died, in a room about the size of maybe 6 ft. x 8-10 ft, very small, where 10 men
were stuffed to die and left to starve to death, Maximilian died by lethal injection, due to
being the only one alive after 10 days or so of confinement. As I thought about that (I’ve
been there once), you enter the basement area of this death house, and even still, 80-90
years later, its still a very dark place. Not just physically dark, but you can feel the evil that
has happened there. In the chamber where he gave his life, there is a large pascal candle. 1
think it was a gift from Pope John Paul II. As I thought about that, often times we hear the
story of Maximilian Kolbe and we hear about him sacrificing his life for the life of another
Jew. A man cried out that they were going to kill 10 of the Jews because someone had
escaped, and he takes the place of that man. That in of itself is heroic. But I also wonder in
the course of those 10 days, as he led those other 9 in prayer and in hymns, and in trying to
help them prepare themselves to meet the Lord, how often did he have to try to encourage
them, and in his own life and heart, to forgive them? To forgive the people that had done
that wickedness? In some respects, as profound as it was to take the place of the other, I
sometimes wonder that in that dark and terrible chamber of death, that the ability to forgive
the people that put him there, to forgive the terrible wickedness and horrendous affronts to
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his dignity, the ability to hurt and challenge and call out all that was good in him, in that
place of darkness, to try to snuff out the light, the ability of him to continue to forgive must
have been a very powerful thing. It must have been a challenge for him, not just once, not 7
times, but 77 times to forgive them. In some respects, in seeing his example of taking the
place of the other man, but also in forgiving and not letting the anger, the rage, the injustice
transform him, but rather changing and transforming it into an expression of Jesus’s cry
from the cross, “Father, forgive them. They know not what they do.” And to bring the
light of Christ into that miserable, depressing pit of darkness, so that Christ’s light could
even go there, there’s some real power in that. I think that’s something that when we think
about how hard it must be to forgive a coworker, a spouse, a child, or a neighbor, or
someone that cuts you off on the interstate, I think we should pause and think about
Maximilian Kolbe for just a moment. Think about being there in that place, knowing he’s
preparing himself to die and he’s trying to encourage these other 9 men that this death is not
in vain. This death is a way to honor God, that this death is not the end. Its not the end to
the extent that they then forgive, the extent that they embrace Christ and the goodness and
the power of the cross and resurrection. In those places that its difficult to forgive, always
remember that dark place and the light of Maximilan Kolbe that shined in that place, so that
we could see an example of Christ on the cross, forgiving us and forgiving those around us.

Grand Knight’s Report: WGK Matt Lincoln
e Thanks to everyone that came out for the Allen Donner Euchre tournament. We’re
writing them a check for $2400 based on proceeds from the night
e This past Friday we had a fish fry. Proceeds ($1500 each) are going to St. Mary’s and
Holy Family youth attending NCYC. Abbi Harbeson from Holy Family was here to
accept on behalf of the youth attending.
Thanks to Dan, Ron, and Gil for their work in the back room down in the basement.
A/C is working upstairs now
New refrigerator is installed and running in the kitchen area
Thanks to Adam Welp who took our cruxifix, chalice, and ciborium to Tonini’s to be
refinished
Thanks to Bro. Greg for his work on the Golf Scramble
Knobsfest help needed this weekend at SMK with the Big 6 Wheel and dealing cards
Need help cleaning out the Loftus room
Life Streaming event coming up on Sept 29
o Giving away 2 free screenings
e Need to get the women’s bathroom ceiling painted prior to the upcoming Catalyst Gala
event
Deputy Grand Knight’s Report: DGK Ron Webber
e Nothing this week
Treasurer’s Report: Bro. John Kaiser
e At the end of July, the General Fund has $21,651, the Gaming Fund is at $6,608 and
the CBC Fund has $186,929.

o (For new members, CBC stands for The Columbia Building Corporation which
is a separate entity from Knights of Columbus 1221. Each 1221 member is
also a shareholder in the CBC)

e Several expensive projects coming due soon
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2 HVAC systems installed

Parapet Walls replacement

Ceiling Work in McGivney Hall

All totaling roughly $100k in expenses

O O O O

Balloting for Membership: Bro. Chris Gahagen
e New Members for the month of July:
o Keiven Miller
e New Members for the 2025-2026 Fraternal Year (0 this year):
o Keiven Miller
¢ Pending candidates:
o None

Financial Secretary’s Report: Bro. Chris Gahagen
e 2025 dues are ready for payment
2025 Membership Cards are at the bar
$10,600 in dues paid thus far
26 members with outstanding dues ($1,490 dues outstanding)
Intent to Retain letters were put in the mail for members with outstanding balances
Please check the list to see if someone you know is on it, and reach out to them
Always looking for new bartenders to help!

New Business:

e Special Olympics Polar Plunge at Deam Lake — The Ice Knights are back!
o Feb 14" we will host a concert here at the hall to raise funds for the donation
o The Dave Mehling Band will be playing
o Looking to form a committee to help coordinate the event

e Special Needs Community Dance has requested to use our hall as an alternate location
o Currently held only at Tunnel Hill Church in Georgetown
o Roughly 120 people usually attend
o Dances held on Friday night
o Will schedule accordingly based on calendar openings

Report of Service Program Committees:
e Program Director: Bro. Greg Brodfurher
o No report this week
e Community Director: Bro. Mike Carter
o Catalyst Catholic Gala next Saturday here at the Council
= Need everyone to attend
= Catalyst Catholic is responsible for running several of the deanery youth
programs
= Decorating Committee will be in on Thursday to setup
o First Friday Fish Fry starting back up
= Sept 5" is the next one
o Sept 6™ is the S. Ellen Jones Street Festival
= Need assistance with setting up, grilling, and manning the trailer
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o Bro Josh and Bro David were able to participate in the Wednesday evening
homeless dinner at Exit 0
= Had a huge turnout and was humbling to serve the community
= For anyone that wants to participate, show up at 7 p.m. at the In
Heaven’s Eyes building in the Holy Family parking lot
e Family Director: Bro. Ryan Hottois
o June’s Family of the Month will be from St. Mary’s Navilleton — SNA Priest
chose to not participate
o A family from St. Anthony’s was chosen: the Risnay’s family
o July’s Family of the Month will be from St. Mary of the Knobs
o August’s Family of the Month will be from Holy Family
e Culture of Life Director: Bro. Mark Court
o Upcoming events:
= Right to Life of Louisville Life Walk — Sept 13" at Seneca Park
= Choices Life Resource Center Life Walk — Sept 20th
e Motion made and passed for sponsorship for $500 Silver Level
Sponsorship
= 2025 Biking for Babies for Indiana State Council — Sept 121-14%
= 7 Weeks Coffee — a new coffee shop on Charlestown Rd. A portion of
all sales go to pro-life ministries. Please frequent and support!
e Vocation Director: Bro. Greg Brodfurher
o No report this week
e Faith Director: Bro. Ben Wissel
o No report this week
e Health and Service Director: Bro. Ron Webber
o No report this week
e Public Relations Director: Bro. Chris Gahagen
o No report this week

Report of the Fourth Degree:
e Meeting this coming Monday
o Rosary at 6:30, meeting at 7:00
o Check for your email from emails from Bro. Mike Worden
e Memorial Mass on Nov 171
e Nov 9" will be the next 4" Degree exemplification in South Bend
Insurance Field Agent Report — Bro. Phillip Weise
e Ifyou need to meet with Bro. Weise, call him to schedule
e New long-term care benefit that protects your assets
o Most apply in their 50’s, maybe late 40°s
o Will be adding a long-term care rider for the life insurance policies

District Deputy Report — Bro. Greg Brodfurher
o district35@indianakofc.org
e Preparing for the Gibault Golf Scramble in September — check your email for signups!
o Shotgun start at 8:30 a.m.
o Hidden Creek Golf Course
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Good of the Order

e Prayers for the good of the order
o Bro. Joe Henneke
o The five children baptized at Holy Family this past month
o For the wife of Bro. Bill Koch who passed away recently
o Prayers for a nephew who was mugged and injured recently in St. Louis

e Brother Mike Albers showed a video of the address of Pope Leo to the 143™ Supreme

Convention of the Knights of Columbus

Closing Prayer
e The prayer for the Cannonization of Fr. Michael McGivney was said by all.

Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 7:39 P.M.

Submitted by: Recorder, Dustin Jones, August 14th, 2025
Attested to by: WGK, Matt Lincoln, August 14th, 2025
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